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Notes from Fr. Sean Bonner....

In Today’s Gospel

Leprosy was believed to be a highly contagious
disease. Anyone with leprosy was isolated from the
community. Not only were they isolated from the
community, they were considered ritually unclean, so
they could not enter the Temple to worship or offer
sacrifice.

When the man in today’s gospel says to Jesus: “If you
wish, you can make me clean.” (Mk 1:40) he was not
just asking to be healed of leprosy. He was asking to be
ritually purified, to be restored to the community.

This is why Jesus entered his creation. He came to
Earth to cleanse us from our impurities, to cleanse us
from sin so we can enter the temple in Heaven. This is
done first through the sacrament of baptism and
continued through the sacrament of reconciliation.

Turn to God for forgiveness, and he will say, “I do will
it. Be made clean.” (Mk 1:41)

Lenten Prayer Opportunities

During Lent is an opportunity to grow in prayer. The
Archdioceses of Detroit is partnering with Hallow.com
to bring two opportunities. The first is the | AM HERE
Lent Challenge. By going to iamhere.org/lent, you can
sign up to receive daily texts or emails beginning Ash
Wednesday. This will give you the opportunity to play
daily trivia and explore the Mass. There is no cost to
sign up for this.

If you want to go one step further, sign up for the Lent
Pray40 Challenge. You do this by signing up for the
Hallow app on your phone or computer. Although
Hallow is a paid application, we are offering a special
promotion to grant you full access through Easter
Sunday for only $1. To sign up, go to hallow.com/
holyday and search for the Nankin Family of Parishes.

If you want something low-tech, join us for our annual
Lenten Scripture Challenge. This year, we will read
through the Gospel of Matthew and the Letter to the
Romans. You can pick up a brochure in the back of the
church with a daily reading guide. If you need a Bible,
please contact the parish office, and we will give you
one.

6" SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME
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A leper came to |esus and kneeling down begged him and said,
“If you wish, you can make me clean.” Moved with pity, he
stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him,

“I do will it. Be made clean.” - mk 1:40-41

NOTES FROM PAUL

Next week is Lent, so instead of singing the Gloria and
saying alleluia we get forty days of prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving.

I have to admit, I find it hard to do all three well in any
year. Sometime it is easy to step up my prayer life,
sometimes I find a cause I really like to give to, and
sometimes [ am the king of fasting, but never in the same
year.

It is probably part of the wisdom of the church, that we are
given three ways to draw closer to God each Lent, and even
if one is more difficult, you still have other opportunities to
find growth.

Don’t fall into the trap of just doing what is easy though.
Sometimes leaning into something you find difficult is the
best way to improve.

God bless,

Paul Zbytowski,

Pastoral Associate,

Evangelization and Christian Service Coordinator
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MASS INTENTIONS WEEKLY CALENDAR
. Monday, February 12
Mon. Feb.12 12 Noon +Bernard Grzybek Req. by wife Mass 12:00 Noon
+Frank Grech Req. by Family Eucharistic Adoration 12:30-3pm
Thurs. Feb.15  9:00am +Bill & Leona Schneider Req. by Graziano Canini ?lﬂtthgma“%n 6pm
+Frances Fenech Req. by Fenech Family ou roup bpm
Tuesday, February 13
Sat.  Feb.17 5:30pm +Frances Chwalek Req. by Jerry & Marlene Chwalek Forgotten Harvest 9-11am
Wednesday, February 14
Sun  Feb.18 9:00am +Bernie Fox, Sr. Req. by Peggy Fox Ash Wednesday Mass
+Salvo & Silvio Barile Req. by Graziano Canini 12 noon and 7pm
+Anne Tierney Req. by son, Frank No Rosary 7:00pm
11:00am +Bill & Leona Schneider Req. by Graziano Canini Thursday, February 15
+Paulo Evola Req. by Family Mass 9:00am
+Deceased Members of the Rutkowski Family Bible Class 6:00pm
Req. by Family Friday, February 16
Station of the Cross 7:00pm
PRAY FOR OUR SICK Saturday, February 17
Nancy Abramson Jacqueline Hamrick Eddie Brian Parker Mass 5:30pm

Mel Albright
Sean Armstrong
Pat Bader

Kelly Beaudry

Fr. Jerry Bechard
Al Boglarsky
Jerry Borycz

Don Brune
Angela Bunio
Dan Burke

Hope Carew
Ricky Canini
Jannisse Chesney
Evan Costello
Christina Cowell
Bodyn Crince
Barbara Deck

Ed & Catherine Duff
Larry Edick
Faith Falzon
Ashley Aaron Farkas
Janet & Al Fleis
Liam Francis
Nan Fry

Mike Fusco

Betty Gable

Alisa Gardner
Judy Gardner
Julia Gardner
Sonia Gee

Emily Gnacke
William Gnacke, Jr.
Patricia Godvin
Ora Gomez
Casimir Gorecki
Viola Janus

Susan Hancock
Eileen Harris
Lauren Hahn
Becca Hoffman
Kenyatta Hughes
Christine Humphrey
Cora Jones
John Kaminsky
Chris Karpinski
Rose Keena
Susan Kelly
Gloria Keniz
Marion Kiras
Joan Klein
Bob & Dolly Kluba
John Kolar
John Krokosky
Patricia Lickman
Julianne Lister
Lillian & Sienna
Lombardi
Ken Macko
Rob Martin
Dennis & Kathy McCann
John Meconi
Joanne Meister
Irene Melady
Ann Merchant
Andrew Merchant
Tony Micallef
Debbie Moore
Ashley Murphy
Liam Murphy
Patricia Oszewski
Teresa M. Pardo
Keith Pares

Patrick Patton
Geralyn Pawlaczyk
Luke Pawlaczyk
Jared Perez

Faye Pierson
Damian Pietszak
Deb Pietszak
Sandy Popek
Annette Puczkowski
Wayne Pringle
Kim Quinn
Shelly Rizzo
Debbie Robarge
Bill Rodriguez
Ann Sanregret
Jean Schmuck
Tom Shafer

Jack Shea

Kathy Sielaff
John Socia
Anthony T.
Natalie Tanana
Frank Tierney
George & Jackie Tindall
Lillian Theisen
Donald Thurston
Roberta Troher
Vasati Tupuani
Bill Wendling
Cathy West
Tamara Wright
Walter Wrone
Nicole Zapinski
Sandra Zannis

Confession 6:30pm
Sunday, February 18
Mass 9:00am & 11:00am
Pancake Breakfast
8:30am—12:30pm

Heavenly Father, welcome home
those whom you have called from
this world, especially:
Ralph Yakey and
Cecelia Surmacz

and all the souls of our faithful.
May they rest in peace. Amen

OUR ACTIVE DUTY
SERVICE MEMBERS

Capt. Tim Duff,
U.S. Army;

CPT Joey Saunders,
U.S. Marines;

Marine Sgt. Leven Smith;
U.S. Marines;

PVT Marcus Rodriguez,
U.S. Army;

William Albright,
U. S. Air Force

If there are any names that can be removed from our Prayer List, please let us know by calling 734-425-4421.

Parish Mission Statement

The Parish of St. Mary, Cause of Our Joy, inspired by Mary’s “Yes” and led by the Holy Spirit,
strives to be a faith-filled community, joyfully welcoming all to witness and to celebrate the Gospel.
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Queen’s Quotes from Religious Formation
Greetings and Salutations,

Leprosy is a disease that often affects how a person looks. In today’s Gospel we hear a man with leprosy cane to
Jesus in and humbly asked to be healed. Jesus touched him and chose to make him clean. We know the Lord will
answer our prayers (though many times he answers in unexpected ways); it can be difficult to approach him with our
needs. Ask the Lord for healing for whatever you may need and what others need.

On Wednesday February 14th is Ash Wednesday. We enter in our great retreat time as Catholics. It is our time to
reflect on how we are with God, with our neighbor, and ourselves, and to make changes in our attitudes, speech, or
actions. How do you need to grow in this season of Lent?

Have a great week everyone!
Happy Valentine’s Day!

What did the couple say after they were struck by Cupid’s arrow? “Ouch”!

Peace and Prayers,
Sabrina Queen

STATIONS OF
LENTEN DISCIPLINES OF THE CROSS

FASTING & ABSTINENCE Please join us all
Fridays in Lent at 7pm

February 16th
February 23rd

Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required to fast and

to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. March 1st
Fasting consists of eating only one meal, with the possibility
of two smaller snacks that do not add up to a single full meal. March Sth
Catholics age 14 and older are to abstain from meat on all March 15th
Fridays in Lent.

March 22nd

MUSINGS FROM THE MUSED

The Lord ever seeks to draw us closer to him and through him closer to each other, and each year, every turning of
the page can not be seen as mere rotation and repetition, but escalation, a spiraling inward towards grace. Indeed the
Lord makes all things new, which does not mean the same. The faith we had last year, even as we completed Holy
Week at the end of Lent, is not enough for this year. No, we can be sure the Lord always has bigger plans.

So as we enter into this season of repentance, fasting, prayer, and purple, let it not be a reenactment of years past,
but a headlong dive into deeper waters of faith. The Lord has been hard at work on our hearts for an entire year,
surely this journey we walk will be familiar, but we have new eyes, let us keep them wide open. We can not boast in
our faith, for it is not by our own doing that we know God, everything we know and believe has been revealed by
grace. We may have found ourselves wandering this year, drawn by lesser, false gods of the material world. Yet our
Lord chases after us, and we find we can not run from His love. We are not trapped in a stagnant cycle of sin and
forgiveness. Each turn, he draws us closer than before helping us realize he was always within us.

Aidan Rickel
Director of Music Ministry

PALM BRANCHES

The Church’s observance of Ash Wednesday will be celebrated on Wednesday, February 14th. The ashes we receive on
this day are from the burned palm branches blessed and received last year on Palm Sunday. A box will be available in
our gathering area for you to deposit your old palm branches by this Sunday, February 11th. Thank you.
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Consider participating in the CSA

If you have not donated or pledged to this year’s CSA, please do so as soon as possible. We have met our goal! But we

are still paying off the 2022 CSA goal.

If you have pledged to this year’s CSA, please remember to pay off your pledge.
The CSA targets the averages of the total of our Sunday and Christmas collections. Any amount that is donated that
exceeds our goal is paid back to the parish assessment free and is not factored into the calculation of the CSA target for

2024.

You may mail your completed pledge card in the pre-addressed envelope that was provided you, make your gift to our
parish campaign online at givecsa.org or mail your donation to the parish office. Thank you!

Option 1: My Pledged Gift Amount
(Please enclose a check for
the initial payment amount)

CSA

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL __$300.00 __$200.00 __$100.00

MAKE CHECKS Other: $
PAYABLE TO: Initial Pledge Payment: $ alance: $
ARCHDIOCESE OF
DETROIT - CSA Send my statements:  Monthly _ Quarterly

Option 2: My One-Time Gift
(Please enclose a check
for the full amount)
$300.00
$200.00
$100.00

Other:

FLOCKNOTE
Are you new to the parish? Do you ever feel like you are missing out on “up
to the minute” news? Have you missed the news of a funeral that happened
during the week but wished you had known sooner? Or a weather related
closing for our parish? You can sign up for Flocknote by going to: https://
app.flocknote.com/StMaryCauseofOurJoy or text "COOJ" to 84576

Saint Vs. Blessed
Question: What is the difference between a “Saint” and a “Blessed”?

Answer: The process of proclaiming someone as a saint in the Catholic
Church has evolved over the course of many centuries. In the beginning, those
honored as saints were almost exclusively biblical figures or martyrs.
However, after the legalization of Christianity in the fourth century, new holy
women and men came to be honored as saints, and this was often done by
popular acclaim or by the local bishop or abbot.

It was Pope Gregory IX (who was pope from 1227 to 1241) who officially
proclaimed that only the pope had the authority to add someone to the official
list (the “canon”) of saints. This is the meaning of the word “canonization.”

Today, the saint-making process includes several steps, including detailed
studies of the person’s life and a recognition that they died as a martyr or lived
a life of “heroic virtue.” Once someone is recognized as a martyr or if a
miracle is attributed to their intercession, they will be beatified and honored as
“Blessed.” This means that they can be celebrated by Catholics in a particular
country or region or by the members of certain religious community.

If another miracle occurs and is approved, then the “Blessed” is canonized and
honored with the title “Saint,” meaning that they are now officially recognized
as a universal model of holiness and an intercessor.

©OLPi1

CARDS AND NOTES TO
FR. SHAFIQUE.....

Cards and notes may be sent to
Fr. Shafique. The Archdiocese of
Detroit will accept cards and
letters and forward them to Fr.
Shafique.

The Archdiocese will NOT
open any letters or cards. They
will bundle them and send them
directly to Fr. Shafique. Please
send cards/letters to:

Fr. Shafique

% Clergy & Consecrated Life ffice
12 State St.

Detroit, Michigan 48226

g ¢

i
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COMMUNION
If you are unable to walk up for
Communion and you are not sitting
in the handicap section, please
notify an usher when you enter
Church. A minister will come to
you.

ROSARY
Please join us when we say the
Rosary on Wednesday evenings at
7pm and on Thursday mornings
at 8:30am. We also say the
rosary before Mass on Saturdays.

Please join us in the social hall
after Mass this weekend, February
10 or 11 and Walk Among the
Saints.

Walk the path of the 28 different
saints displayed and learn about the
lives of a variety of saints and
discover how they can serve as
guides for our own lives.
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2023 CHURCH DONATION
STATEMENTS

If you made a donation to our
Parish and would like to receive a
statement for your income tax
filing, please call the Parish Office
to request a statement.
734.425.4421. Thank you for your
continued donations to help
support our parish.

Catholic Service Appeal (CSA)
will send donation letters from the
Archdiocese.

Wednesday, February 14th

St. Mary, Cause of Our Joy:
Noon Mass and 7pm Mass

St. Thomas the Apostle:
Noon Mass and 7pm service

St. Richard:
9am Mass and 7pm service

St. Mary, Wayne:
9am Mass, Noon service, 7pm Mass

WEDNESDAY

Forever Young Seniors...

Our next meeting will be Monday,
March 4th, 2024 at 10:00am in the
Small Hall. Our Music Director,
Aidan Rickel will be joining us for
some fun music.

Lunch will be provided by Chef
Ann Pape.

Bianco bus trips:

Wed, March 13th, 2024
Solanus Casey Pilgrimage

$79 due by Feb 21st

**Sold Out** call for Wait List

Sun, April 28, 2024
Meadowbrook Theatre “Route 66
$127 due by March 25th

Tues, May 7th

Holland Tulip Time $145 due by
Apr 12th  **Sold Out** call for
Wait List

Note: the bus trips are open to
everyone. See flyers in the Gathering
Space for more info

Maryann Sligay --
734-525-3737

Do Something Different this Lent!
Have you ever wondered what actually happens at mass?

There are things the priest does, the things each one of us does, and the
things we do as a community.

And then, there is what God does, what he really does...

Starting on Ash Wednesday and throughout Lent, join us for a daily
trivia game to dive deeper into the Mass — turning learning into an
adventure!

Join the challenge, play the daily trivia, and explore the Mass together!

Text TRIVIA to 84576 or go to iamhere.org/lent to sign up.

LENTEN PEACE SERVICE
Wednesdays in Lent
1:00pm

Join us this Lent for a time to
pray for Peace in the World.
Each Wednesday in Lent we will
gather at 1:00 pm for a short prayer
service at St. Mary, Cause of Our
Joy Church.

If you can’t join us in person,
please stop to say a quick prayer
where ever you are around that
time. We pray for hope in this
world and the next.

HOLY NAME FRATERNITY

Lenteng&

Pe“ = “‘ Y Please join us next Sunday, 2/18,
SR for the HNF prepared pancake &

Service French toast breakfast, in the social

hall, 830am until 1230pm, and bring
a friend.

Nankin Family of Parishes

. Cost: just $3.
Penance Service !

Happy lent!

Monday, March 18th-
Faith Formation
Family Penance Service

St. Thomas the Apostle 6:00pm

Tuesday, March 19th-
Nankin Family Penance Service

St. Richard, 12:00Noon
Saint Mary COOQJ, 7:00pm.

VA%INE S DAY

TLIITL

FORGOTTEN HARVEST
FOOD PANTRY
Due to icy conditions, the

January 23 Forgotten Harvest

Pantry was cancelled. Sorry for the JOYFUL WOMEN
cancellation, but safety of Mark Your Calendars!
volunteers is our number 1 priority. Joyful Women Meeting |

Provided our weather cooperates, Wednesday, February 21st
the February dates for Forgotten 7:00pm

Harvest are Tuesday, February 13,
and Tuesday, February 27, from 9-
11 a.m., or until food runs out.

We hope to see everyone back in
February!

Join the fun!!

[

AN
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PARISH INFORMATION

St. Mary, Cause of Our Joy

8200 N. Wayne Road,
Westland, Michigan 48185
Phone: 734-425-4421

Email: office@stmarycooj.org
Fax: 734-425-0650

Website: www.stmarycooj.org
St. Mary, Cause of Our Joy

n |

Office Hours:
Monday and Wednesday: 9am-4pm
Tuesday and Thursday: 9am-2pm
Friday: Closed
Please call the office
to make other arrangements

Mass Schedule

MON 12:00 pm
THURS 9:00am
SAT 5:30pm
SUN 9:00 am

11:00 am
Confession

Saturdays: 6:30pm

Baptisms

Please call our Parish Office during
regular business hours. Parish member-
ship and preparation class required.

Marriage

Arrangements must be made by
registered parishioner at least six months
in advance to allow sufficient time for
instructions and preparation.

Anointing of Sick and
Ministry to Homebound

Our pastor is available to visit upon request.

RCIA

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
For those interested in becoming a full
member of the Catholic Church. Please
call the office.

Hearing Devices are available. Please
see our music director in the choir area.

Bulletin Articles due by 4pm on Friday (9
days prior to publication). Submitted
bulletin content is subject to approval.

DIRECTORY

MODERATOR

Fr. Sean Bonner, Priest in Solidum
pastor@stmarycooj.org Ext. 213
Fr. Larry, Priest in Solidum

FAITH FORMATION (pre-K to year 8)
Sabrina Queen Ext. 217
Squeen333@gmail.com

MUSIC AND WORSHIP
Aidan C. Rickel
music(@stmarycooj.org

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE/
CHRISTIAN SERVICE
Paul Zbytowski
paul@stmarycooj.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
Carol Nelius
youthministry(@stmarycooj.org

Ext. 218

Ext. 221

Ext. 215

PARISH OFFICE MANAGER
Peggy Fox

peggy@stmarycooj.org Ext. 210
PARISH ACCOUNTANT

Maria Riviera

bookkeeper@stmarycooj.org  Ext. 214

MAINTENANCE
Sangeeta Safid
maintenance@stmarycooj.org  Ext. 220

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Jeff Burden Grand Knight
GK15204@mikofc.org

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
svdp@stmarycooj.org Ext. 219
IMMACULATE HEART

OF MARY MINISTRY

Gina Solon 734-865-0999

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Arthur Regner
-Chairperson/Worship Rep.

Julie Callahan
-Vice-Chairperson/Stewardship Rep.

Barbara Burke
-Secretary/Evangelization

Deborah Franczak -Member at Large

Michael Gluth -Member at Large

Gina Solon -Member at Large

William “Steve” Noonan
-Member at Large
Tess Porcalla - Member at Large
Larry Janowski -Member at Large
Bethany Garfinkel
-Christian Service Rep.
Cheri Filipiak
-Education Committee Rep.
Richard Asher -Alternate

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL QUESTIONS: PPC@stmarycooj.org

Report Sexual Abuse for any child or adult: Call AOD victim assistance 1-866-343-8055
or Call the Michigan Department of Human Services at: 855-444-3911 any time.

Tuesday 9:00am
Wednesday  12:00 Noon
Friday 9:00am

Saturday

Sunday

Monday 9:00am

Friday 9:00am (English)
Saturday 4:00pm (English)

9:00am
10:00am

Tuesday
Sunday

NANKIN FAMILY OF PARISHES MASS TIMES
St. Thomas the Apostle, 31530 Beechwood, Garden City, 48135

4:00 pm in Church (and live-streamed)
9:00 am and 11:00 am in Church
St. Mary in Wayne, 34530 W Michigan, Wayne 48184

Sunday 8:30am (English), 11:30am (English) 2:00pm (Spanish)
St. Richard, 35851 Cherry Hill, Westland, 48186

To know more about our Family please check out our Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/NankinFamilyofParishes.
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MIKE’S PLUMBING
Complete Plumbing

Sewer & Drain Cleaning

’ FRANK JASTRABEK’S
Ram’s Horn TREE SERVICE

Restaurant TREE TRIMMING, REMOVAL,

FIREwooD, STuMP GRINDING

7020 N. Wayne Rd Insured, Senior Discounts

: . MASTER PLUMBER
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Free Estimate 734-266-4015
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

John M.
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Cardes Michigan 48138

734-855-6336
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ORGANIZATION NEED H :
A NEWSLETTER? !

February 16™
at 11:30am

JOHN WOOD Engaging, ad-supported
PLUMBING print and digital newsletters
734'42.5'0370 . to reach your community.
Fast Professional Service E%

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

catholicmatch’
Michigan

CatholicMatch.com/MI

ADT-Monitored Home Security !

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

NVARZ,
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FUNERAL HOME

734.525.9020
30200 Five Mile Rd, Livonia
Director Todd N. Turowski

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety
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NEVERMISS
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SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

Visit www.parishesonline.com

Place Your Ad Here and Support
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Instantly create and
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BE YOURSELF.
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WORK WITH PURPOSE.

s Paid training
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WE'RE HIRING!
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— Family Owned and Operated Since 1919 —

TurowskiFuneralHome.com

OVER 100 YEARS
734.453.3008

45100 Warren Rd, Canton

Director Leonard A. Turowski, Jr.

FREE

AD DESIGN
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CALL
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Matt Kedzior
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HOMES SERVICES

www.vermeulenfuneralhome.com

WESTLAND

980 N. Newburgh Road, Westland, MI 48185
734-326-1300
Gary E. Deak,
Stanley Sajewski
Chris Stevens
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